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Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 ANTANA 00803 111635Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-05 EB-08 SS-15 L-03 SP-02 
AGRE-00 COME-OO CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 /054 W 

071931 120339Z/61 

R 091258Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ANTANANARIVO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 494 
INFO AMEMBASSY ROME 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ANTANANARIVO 0803 

REF: A) ANTANANARIVO 627 NOTAL; B) ANTANANARIVO 656 NOTAL; 

C) ROME 8069 

1 . FIGURES CITED PARA 1 REF C ARE OFFICIAL BUT NOT YET PUBLISHED, 
MADAGASCAR GOVERNMENT FIGURES. EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT THEY ARE 
GENERALLY ACCURATE WITH THE POSSIBLE EXCEPTION OF 1977 

PADDY PRODUCTION FIGURE OF 2.2 MILLION TONS WHICH MAY BE INFLATED. 
HOWEVER, GENERAL CONCLUSION REMAINS THE SAME: MADAGASCAR WILL HAVE 
TO IMPORT APPROXIMATELY 200,000 TONS OF RICE IN 1978. (NOTE: 

OF THIS TOTAL, 50, 000 TONS ALREADY IMPORTED IN EARLY 1978.) 

2. REFS A & B PROVIDE FURTHER BACKGROUND AND GENERALLY SUPPORT 
ESTIMATE OF 200,000 TONS RICE SHORTFALL FOR 1978. 

MADAGASCAR GOVERNMENT HAS NOT YET PUBLICLY ACKNOWLEDGED THIS 
SHORTFALL. 

BARRETT 
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